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WILBERFOSS PARISH COUNCIL GRANT FUND POLICY

Scope: To be used in the consideration of Grant Fund applications and/or awards within Wilberfoss Parish.
Wilberfoss Parish Council is able to provide funding (under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972) to help local community groups. 

The application and/or award of grant funding must be subject to the following guiding principles.
Guiding principle: All applications must be completed by an eligible body from within Wilberfoss Parish boundary and comply with the grant fund regulations in force at the time of application.
Process
1. All applicants, on contacting the Wilberfoss Parish Clerk, will be provided with the following documentation (either in hard copy or electronically):
· WPC Grant Fund Letter

· WPC Grant Fund Guidance Note

· WPC Grant Fund Application Form

2. Fully completed and signed applications must be returned to the Clerk in hard copy, with an electronic copy if possible, including any additional information requested e.g. annual accounts or Memorandum of Association.

3. If received within 7 days of a Wilberfoss Parish Council meeting (normally held on the 3rd Thursday of each month), the application will be included for consideration as part of the Agenda for this meeting and the request for grant funding will be considered by Wilberfoss Parish Council at the same meeting.
4. If the application is incomplete, or unsigned, the applicant will be requested to provide further information or to fully complete the application before it can be considered by Wilberfoss Parish Council.

5. If the application is received less than 7 days before the scheduled monthly Wilberfoss Parish Council meeting, it will be held until the next meeting unless the Wilberfoss Parish Council Chair, or designate, deems it appropriate to bring the application forward for consideration.
Considerations of award(s)
6. Wilberfoss Parish Council must be satisfied that there is a direct benefit to the Parish or part of the Parish, or to some or all of the inhabitants within the Wilberfoss community. 
7. Wilberfoss Parish Council must ensure that the direct benefit accruing to its Parish or community is commensurate with the expenditure incurred. In practical terms, this means that Wilberfoss Parish Council should not spend a disproportionately large amount on something which has no or very little direct benefit to the wider Wilberfoss community. 
8. It will be open for expenditure to be challenged by the auditor, or by a local government elector objector at audit (pursuant to s.16 Audit Commission Act 1998), on the basis that the expenditure is larger than the direct benefit to the Parish or residents would justify. Parish Councillors must therefore exercise care when considering the amounts of proposed expenditure under section 137 and, if in doubt, should seek advice before going ahead.

Limit of expenditure

9. The maximum amount which a council may spend under section 137 in any one year (e.g. from 1 April to the following 31 March) is an index-linked amount per head of the “relevant population”, calculated as set out in paragraph 10 below. 
10. The relevant Government department (CLG) usually notifies NALC (National Association of Local Councils) of the agreed value for parish councils according to the indexation formula in the January preceding the relevant financial year. The value for local councils for the financial year 2025/2026 is £11.10.
Conditions

11. If the grant is put to purposes other than those for which it was awarded, without the prior approval of Wilberfoss Parish Council, the recipient organisation shall be required to repay the grant in full.
12. The organisation must supply information, if requested by Wilberfoss Parish Council, regarding the impact of the project and benefits that arise out of grants awarded.
13. Recognition of the grant from Wilberfoss Parish Council must be made in any publicity (electronic or hard copy).
14. Within three months of the grant being awarded the group is required to submit a report to Wilberfoss Parish Council detailing how the grant was used and demonstrating how the community benefited from the grant being awarded.
15. Original copies of all invoices and payments must be kept for audit purposes for a minimum of 7 years. 
